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Hello Friends, 
here's how to make sure 
you don't miss any copies 

of Farthing Wood Friends! 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 01424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first 
copy you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or 
credit card. 


If you haven't got pon’ 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 

1, 5 and every fourth part after that. Each 

Part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 

Whether you’re getting your copies from 

your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers 
from the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastem Mail 
Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth 
part). 

KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 
26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
above address, stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 

You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. 
If paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder’s name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 01424 755755. 


Customer enquiries: 01424 755755 
Trade enquiries: 0171 581 1371 4 
Editorial and distribution offices 
Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 

7 Cromwell Road, London SW7 2HR 
Editor: Sarah Pendlebury 
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All was not well in Farthing Wood, 
many of the animals had fallen 
sick and were dying. The otters, 
too, were in trouble. Lame Otter 
and Long Whiskers decided there 
was nothing for it but to return to 
the Wood. Sleek Otter had refused 
to go with them, and instead 
sought refuge in a nearby town. 


Sleek Otter managed to slip past a group of 
humans and bolted for the nearest alley. As 


she neared it, a reversing car hit her and then 


rolled back over her limp body. The children 
in the car screamed, but it was too late. As 
the driver of the car got out, she exclaimed, 
“Oh no, not another one. They seem 
determined to destroy themselves.” 


In Farthing Wood, Stout Vixen was certain 
she felt no different from eating the vole. She 
had decided to continue hunting in the 
forbidden area. “But I shan’t tell Stout Fox,” 
she chuckled to herself. “He gets in such a 
stew about it.” 


Chapter 9: 
Another 


victim 


Lame Otter and Long Whiskers, who had now 
become his mate, were slowly making their 
way back to Farthing Wood. They had eaten 
well by the pond and were in good spirits as 
they continued on their way home. 


“We must aim for the metal ponds where we 
caught all those fish. If we find our way there 
without trouble, we should be over the worst,” 
Lame Otter said. 


“Do you ever think about the foxes?” asked 
Long Whiskers, gently. 

“Sometimes,” he answered, looking down at 
his disabled leg. 


They took shelter in a rabbit burrow, 
intending to move on the next night. The 
rabbits panicked as the otters entered the 
warren. Most of them took flight, but Long 
Whiskers managed to pounce on a youngster 
who hesitated, and she and her mate enjoyed 
a feast. But both otters wondered if they 
would ever eat fish again back in their home, 
Farthing Wood. 


They slept during the day and set off at dusk. 


In the middle of the night they caught sight 
of the trout farm. “We’re almost home. Come 
on, hurry up, we can have a swim!” whistled 
Lame Otter. 


They dashed towards the lake and quickly 
dived in. They were swimming happily, when 
suddenly, they were spotted by the dog that 
had killed one of their companions. The 
animal’s loud yelps and excitement brought 
its owner out to quieten it. 


He watched the otters through binoculars for 
a while. Then he telephoned his friend, who 
was a member of the local Wildlife Trust. 


The otters heard the dog’s bark and left the 
lake as soon as the coast was clear. The man 
took care to note which way they headed so 
he could tell the conservationists. As the 
otters ran, a Land Rover entered the field in 
front of them and some people jumped out. 
Instinctively, the otters turned back to the 
lake, the only place now where they knew 
they could hide. 


Long Whiskers could see the humans coming 
closer so she raced ahead. Lame Otter was 
being left behind, but she knew that, if her 
cubs were to be born and Farthing Wood 
otters were not to die out, she must survive. 
All at once she spotted a burrow. “Here! Here! 
We’re saved,” she cried. 


They both hurried down the entrance without 
realizing it was a badger sett and not a rabbit 
burrow. Lame Otter could hear a commotion 
in front of him. Long Whiskers had run 
straight into the sow badger’s nursery 
chamber. The badger reared up angrily to 
protect her cubs from the intruder. The two 
began to fight, lashing at each other savagely. 


Lame Otter tried to protect his mate, but the 
badger, furious at the sight of a second 
intruder, called up reinforcements. The otters 
were outnumbered and outmatched in power 
and strength. They didn’t stand a chance. 


Outside the sett, the conservationists heard 
the furious growling and roaring of the 
badgers and the shrieks and yelps of the 
injured otters. They hoped the otters would 
retreat up the tunnel. When it went quiet, 
they knew the otters had been slain. All their 
attempts to save the otters had backfired. 
The woman said they ought to wait a while, 
but knew there was no hope for the otters. 
“Looks like we’ve lost the battle,” she sighed. 


“Were these the last two?” one of the men 
asked. “Probably, the other female was killed 
by a car and no more have been seen since,” 
said another. 


Wearily and miserably the party trudged 
back to their vehicle. They climbed into the 
Land Rover looking dejected. Following the 
incident, the local press printed a report from 
the Wildlife Trust saying it feared the last of 
the otters had died. 


For a short while, Farthing Wood seemed to 
breathe more freely. Sickness was on the 
wane and the animals began to enjoy 
themselves again. 


Then, the peace and quiet was shattered. 
Men arrived with machines and tools and 
began cutting through the tall grass. In no 
time, they had made a wide path which Jay 
could see from a high branch. 


“A trail!” he screeched. “A human trail in the 
grass!” Sage Hedgehog knew the moment he 
dreaded had arrived. 


An abridgement of FARTHING WOOD - THE ADVENTURE BEGINS by Colin Dann, published by Hutchinson Children’s Books at £8.99 
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6GHi there! I'd like to tell you 
about myself and two other 
black and white geese, called 
Barnacle and Brent, that visit 
parts of Britain and Ireland in 
winter. I'm Canada goose — my 
ancestors were brought to 
Britain by wealthy landowners in 
the 1600s to brighten up their 
gardens and parks. Gradually, 
Canada geese moved out to 
stretches of water outside these 
private grounds. Now there are 
over 70,000 of us living all 
year round in meadows close to 
lakes and gravel pits throughout 
Britain. Just a few Canada 
geese visit Ireland each year 
from America.99 


I'm 100cm from the tip of my 
beak to my tail, that’s about 
the same size as a Grey 
heron and quite a bit bigger 
than the other two geese. 
I’m easy to pick out because 
| have a white band running 
under my chin and up my 
face — it shows up Clearly 
against my black head 

and long black neck. My 
back and wing feathers 

are dark brown and my 
chest is whitish. My tail 
feathers are black, 


In spring, we build our nests, on 
hummocks at the edge of the water or on 
islands, out of bits of plants. The females 
lay five or six eggs in April or May. Our 
goslings are greenish yellow or brown 
and they can fly when they are about two 
months old. But usually the whole family 
stays together for their first winter. 


We feed quietly on grasses, water 
plants, cereals and other plants, but 
before we take off to try another 
feeding site we call to each other 
with loud honks. As we take off, you 
can see a white v-shaped patch 
between our brown back and black 
tail feathers. Then, once we are in 
the air, we fly with big wing beats, 
our long necks stretched out. 


Naan! 


MYSTERY JOURNEY 

Most Canada geese in Britain do not travel more 
than 30-50km from their breeding site, but many 
other wild geese, such as Canada geese in North 
America, travel huge distances to moult. These are 
usually birds that are not yet ready to breed. By 
moving far away from the breeding site, they leave 


more room and food for the breeding birds and their 
young. In the 1950s, non-breeding birds in North 
Yorkshire started to travel 480km to Beauly Firth in 
Scotland to moult. Why? Bird experts do not know, 
but many of the Yorkshire geese still make this long 
journey, even though there is plenty of room ait the 
Yorkshire breeding sites. 
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Barnacles and Brents 


66Both Barnacle and Brent geese make 
very long journeys, from as far north as the 
Arctic, to Britain and Ireland, to feed on the 
grasses near the sea during our milder 
winters. They have to eat as much as they 
can as, when they return to their breeding 
places in the late spring, sometimes there 
is still snow on the ground and they cannot 
find food until it melts.99 


Growing numbers 

Both Barnacle and Brent geese have been 
threatened in Britain by being hunted. In the 
1930s, Brents were almost wiped out because 
one of their main foodstuffs, the large 
eel-grass plant, became diseased. They are 
now protected and their numbers have 
recovered, though there are many more" 
dark-bellied ones, which visit the south-east 
of Britain, than the pale-bellied geese, which 


visit the north-east and Ireland. Barnacle geese are a bit larger than Brents, but 


In 1946 there were only 500 Barnacles smaller than Canada geese. They have white faces, 
wintering in the Solway area, one of their main with a black patch at the top of their heads, a black 
sites in Britain. But special reserves were set neck and upper breast and greyish wings. Like 
up, where they could feed without being Brents and Canadas, the male and female look alike. 
disturbed or shot at, and now some 40,000 They feed on grasses close to the sea, especially in 
visit Britain every year. areas that have been flooded by high tides. They 


also pull off the seeds from the heads of rushes with 
their short beaks. They often squabble noisily, 
making a sound like a yapping dog. 


Although Brent geese usually stay on the muddy the difference between Brents and Barnacles from a 
stretches of estuaries and bays, if food is short, they distance is when they are flying. Brents usually fly in 
will also move into nearby fields. One way of telling long, wavering lines, close to the ground or water, 


Brent geese are about 
60cm long, roughly the 
size of a Mallard, but you 
can tell them apart at a 
distance by the v-shaped 
white patch above their 
dark tail. Brents are 
darker than Barnacles, 
with only a small patch of 
white feathers on the side 
of their head. They are 
expert swimmers and 
spend much more time 
on water than Barnacles. 


igaatny 


SHELL-EGG 

Long ago, when people didn’t 
know that Barnacle geese 
laid their eggs on rocky 
places and small islands off 
Greenland and the island of 
Spitzbergen, they thought 
that the geese came from 

the grey barnacle shells that 
are sometimes washed ashore 
on pieces of timber! 
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j There are two kinds 
& of Brent: dark-bellied 
\. and pale-bellied, and 
‘they each visit 
different parts of 
Britain. They feed on 
seaweeds and 
eel-grass that cover 
the edges of the 
mudflats in estuaries 
and muddy bays. 


Barnacles, instead, are much more calling noisily. They also don’t fly as 
spread out when they fly together, often _ near to the water. 


Rhyming riddles are pretty hard 
to make up. We've got a good try 
here. Perhaps some more of you 
could have a go. 


Joan 


Natalie Johnson, aged 10 


_ ope are very small creatures, 
eer and wet are their features, 


Mr and Mrs Newt, Baby newt, too, 


k life was New, 
Leaving their frien 
Wondering if they rea! 


ie wa 
They needed th abe: . 
jonna-Marie Holt, age! 


So they were able to , 


Raphael Landesmann, aged ‘ 


The door bust open, my brother ran in, 
He was jumping and dancing and ina 
bit of a spin, i 
From the look of his face, we all knew, 
He must have seen a fox, mole or a shrew, 
“Come out! Come out! | have got a 
surprise, 
| bet that you won't believe your eyes!” 
When we went out, we all saw a little 
shrew, 
All but my sister — she had the ’flu, 
Mother said, “You can’t bring that 
creature in. 
Give it to the cat, or throw it in the bin.” 
We kept it safe and in the end, 
We said goodbye to our little friend, 
We set him free out on the lawn, 
And kept the cats in bed until dawn! 
Laura Morgan, aged 8 
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The Thunder God Thor went for a ride 


his favourite filly. 
aig tha? he cried. The horse replied, 


"You forgot your thaddle, thilly!” 


Kirsty Young, aged 8 


MATTHEW GUILLIATT’S MUM MADE 
THIS CAKE FOR HIS 8TH BIRTHDAY 


Dreamer’s sweet, Why aid the 
Her fur nice and neat, oto sch \ 
What a story, 1 
When Scarface beamed ’ 
with glory, ii 


Dreamer was killed, 
Guess what it filled? 
Vixen’s eyes with tears, 
Poor Dreamer. 

Rachel McAlone, aged 9 


Father: This bread is 
lovely and warm. 
Mother: So it should be 
— the cat's been sitting 
on it all morning. 
Marc Riches, aged 11 


THIS RIDDLE WAS SENT . BY AMY 

pera ras cates oe in racket, 
first is in all, ck 

Wy second is in and, but not in is, 


is i tin cat, 
third is in dos, but no ] 
Me sounth is in ginger, but not in ers 
My fifth is in evening, out not in ue ; 
My sixth is in race, Out not in finish, 


| am in Farthing Wood Friends - 
Who am |? 


Tessa Scott, aged 7 


Martyn Twiname, aged 6 


LOOPY BOOK TITLES 
BY SCOTT VIVIAN, AGED 9 


Why did the boy wake up 
in the morning to find 
Concorde in his bedroom? 


juo $4461) Guypue) 
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Clare Avenell, aged 11 
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anything used on 


There is a £5 
book token for 


this page- 
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A REEDBED 
IN WINTER 


66Hello mateys. Brrr! What a chilly 
winter day. This reedbed looks 
rather ragged, but it’s home to quite 
>) acollection of creatures over winter. 
~al The Common reed is the tallest British 
grass, and you'll find it growing in lots of wet 
places, often at the edges of lakes or rivers. 


Insects spend winter hidden among the long ~_ =~ —- 
stems as larvae, eggs or pupae. Otters use the 

reeds to build comfortable resting platforms. 

And many different birds take shelter here.99 


Toad’s Challenge: the Ancient Eygptians 
used reeds to make a kind of paper. Can 
you find out what it was called? 


The ‘paper’ the Ancient Eygptians 
made from reeds, over 5000 years 
ago, was called papyrus. 


The Hen harrier flies low \ a. 

over the ground in search of Sa a iC! Dragonfly larvae, or 
prey, passing only a few - ; nymphs, take from one 
metres above the reeds. ae BQ, to five years to grow 

It has such keen aca \¢ into adults. They live 
eyesight that it can % \ underwater, clinging to 


pick up even the 
slightest movement 
caused by a Water 
vole or Coot. 


the submerged stems 
of the reeds. When they 
are nearly mature, they 
climb up the stem, out 
of the water. Then they 
shed their skins, open 
their wings to dry them, 
and fly off as adults. 


The Water rail is a very secretive 
bird that hides among the reeds. 
But when food is scarce in 
winter, it has to swim out into 
open water to catch small fish. 
Its tracks are easy to spot, as it 
uses the same path through the 
reeds for each hunting trip. 


The Water vole is about the same size as a 
Brown rat, but it has a much chubbier face _ 
and blunt nose. It spends its days Lee, 
building up a store of food to last 
through the harshest winter 
months. It feeds mainly on 
waterside plants, but it will 
also eat snails. 


of the rare 
¥\\ \' swallowtail 
butterfly spend 

winter as pupae. They 
attach themselves to reed 
stems with fine silken threads, 
emerging as butterflies in June. 


| Caterpillars 


The Bittern’s brown, mottled feathers Otters stay undercover among the reeds during the day, 
mean that it is well camouflaged against resting on the reed platforms that they build. They come 
the backdrop of reeds. Although it was _ out at night, setting off on long fishing trips. They are 
once acommon sight, itis now _ protected by law, as they 
quite rare. There are thought to have become quite rare 
be only 16 breeding pairs in Britain. 
still in Britain. 


PAPER POWER 


The first paper was made about 2000 years 
ago in China, from fishing nets and rags. 

Today it’s made from trees - in fact, we get 
through about 100 million tons of wood pulp 
every year to make all the paper we need! 


So many uses 
Have you ever thought about all the 
hundreds of different things that are 
made from paper? Of course, there 
is writing and wrapping paper, but 

also, there’s ... 


paper cups 
and plates 


sticky tape 


birthday cards 


emery paper 


QUILLING 


This technique has been used for hundreds of 
years to make decorations for the home, and 
was especially popular in the 1700s. 


1 Cut some coloured paper into strips. 
Traditional quilling strips are 2, 3, 4 and 10mm 
wide. (10mm is the easiest to work with.) The 
length should be about 30cm. 


EYE 

Pinch one end of 
the basic coil shape 
to make a point. 


FLOWER 

Pinch the centre 
of the paper strip, 
then roll both 
ends outwards. 


MOBIVS STRIPS 


In the 1800s, a German astrologer called 
August Mobius wrote about the weird way 
that a paper strip acts if you put a twist in it. 


4 Cut two strips of paper, each 4 
about 30cm long and 25mm wide. Join one strip 
end to end. Colour one side red and the 

_ other side blue. 


You will need: 
paper, scissors, paper glue, empty Biro tube. 


PAPER PENGUIN 


All you need to make it is a square 
piece of paper, black on one side 
and white on the other. 


2 Roll a strip round va 
an empty Biro tube. A 


2 Fold the top sheet of paper about three- 
quarters of the way towards the folded side, 
creasing it down from the top point. Turn the 
paper over and do the same on the other side. 


3 Carefully slide the coil off the Biro. You 
might want to pull it a little tighter at this 

stage. Put a little dab of glue on the 
end of the strip and press it down to 
keep the coil together. 


a This is your basic coil shape. 
Use it to make patterns or pictures. 
If you can’t get hold of much 

coloured paper, then white coils on a 
coloured background look effective. Sketch 
out your design lightly on the background first, 
then glue the coils down, one by one. 


There are lots of other shapes you can make with 
quilling. Use them in your patterns to make them a 
bit more interesting. Here are just a few of them. 


SQUARE § Fold the paper 6 Pull the head up 
Shape the basic 


in half. and crease it down. 
coil shape into a 


square. F / 
Oe \ 
DIAMOND 
/ Pinch both ends 
of the basic coil 
\- shape. 


Finish off your 
penguin by 
adding eyes cut 
from white paper. | 
Make a family of 
penguins using 
different sizes of 
paper. 


HEART 
Pinch the centre of the paper 
strip, then roll both ends 


This may seem like 
just a clever trick, but 
it’s actually very 
useful for things like 
conveyor belts, to 


2 Rewion “ > make sure that both 


another stri 2 n 
but put a ek in ¢: sides wear evenly. 


it. Try and colour “hig 
this one in the same 
way. You can’t — 
suddenly it’s only got 
one side! 


nt 

Es 
Raf 
7 


ahaa 


4 Turn the square to 
look like a diamond 
and fold it in half. 


4 Turn the paper 
over and fold the 
bottom point up. 


3 Uniold the paper 
and fold the top point 
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STARS IN THE SKY 
How many stars can you spot? 


) DIY SPACE CAPSULE 

Rabbit made his own space 
capsule from 10 kitchen things. 

| Can you see which things he used? 


The eldest Rabbit put down his book and sighed. drink and Star bars to eat — yummy! 


“That was a great space adventure. | wish They played space games such as “Chasing o oes 
something like that would happen to me.” comets”, “Mind the meteor” and “Jumping ote 33 60 

Later, when he was fast asleep, he had an Jupiter”. Just as the Rabbits were getting good at a4 me 4g & ay - 
amazing dream. He was the captain of a these new games, it was time to go — and Rabbit MISSING ALIEN es . ie 
spaceship that had landed on the planet of woke up. One of the aliens » a si 
Utopia. Aliens had come to meet the Rabbits and He was miserable. “I was having such a good is missing — if you 6 mer a 
were very friendly. They showed the Rabbits time,” he moaned. “Why couldn't | have stayed join up the dots are 932 23 
round Utopia and gave them iced Space-ade to there forever!” you can find it. ons i 
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all these words into the grid? It on: 
ou count the number of lette 

in each word. And to fou 

t in one of the names. 


@ Glue fins to either side of 
the rocket, opposite each 
other. Make them 
stand out. 


Launch your own rocket 
into space and see 
how far it goes! 


§ Remove the cap of the plastic 


bottle. Put the rocket over the 8 Fe 9 © r 
top, pointing upwards. Squeeze = Eg= 3 £ 
both sides of the bottle together 258ee 3s 
— and watch BBRES i 
You'll need ; atch your rocket shoot Seas £3 
OP eee up into the air! 7 gOoRE ge 
9 See Oe. 5 SE8e 
\" strong paper, pencil, eeeBESs pea 
i : 2 Carefully bend the 2 Sseehgs z gg 
scissors, glue, ruler, es __ ee ‘ se" SESS osapdo” 
empty plastic bottle. semi-circle into a cone. 7 gronauts oe ob on <2 oe 
do as 2 Loss 5? oS) 
Use PVA glue to fix the Why vet: roof vests Feldse Ei S5so% 
1 Use your compasses and pencil overlapping sides. Hold 3 Use your pencil and ruler to wear bullet-P 0} HES eos q ve vy se 
to draw a semi-circle on the paper. with your fingers until mark out the rocket’s fins on the gue4s Hu1yoo4s a oh 2 e508 E ace 3 Bey 
Carefully cut out the semi-circle. you're sure the glue rest of the paper, as in the sunjosuleut yooqas’™ = a gases Zz g § 59 
Don't throw away any paper. has dried. diagram. Cut out each fin. 2 ZEsste RQaaeg 
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